Introduction
Intrathoracic aneurysm of the subclavian artery is rare , but it is important to recognize because of potential complications, including rupture and dissechon.
It usually appears as superior mediastinal mass, and as such must be differentiated from nonvascular mediastinal mass . The diagnosis is typically confirmed by contrast enhanced CT, angiography or MRI. We report a case of surgically proven intrathoracic aneurysm of the right subclavian artery with chest radiographs, contrast enhanced CT, and angiography findings .
Case Report
A 48-year-old man was admitted complaining of dyspnea on exertion for 1 year which has been aggravated since 3 weeks prior to admission.
Physical examination revealed distension of neck vems .
He had moderate hypertension(15G90 mmHg) .
The chest radiograph showed a well circumsc- Although an aneurysm of subclavian artery is uncommon , it is important to recognize prior to percutaneous needle biopsy, mediastinoscopy, and surgery in order to avoid catastrophes. 1n addition, accurate assessment of the vascular anatomy is crucial to the vascular surgeon.
Patients are usuau11y asymptomatic, but may be present with dysphagea, pain , and aspiration into the bronchial tree due to compression 2 ) 1n our case , dyspnea is the chief complain due to compression to trachea and neck vein distension is also present probably due to compression to veins. Physical examination is usua11y noncontributary to the diagnosis 1 ).
Detection of this aneurysm is frequently an incidental radiographic finding 1 ,2,5). 1n our case, we could not suggest as aneurysm correctly on contrast enhanced CT, because the CT findings were not typical.
Angiography is usually necessory to confirm and accurately assess the vascular anatomy prior to attempted resection 1 ,2). Evaluation of the vascular anatomy was enhanced by addition of direct coronal imaging 5 ,7). One potential difficulty with MR is determining whether the intraluminal increased signal is due to mural thrombus or slowly flowing blood.
Cardiac gating may be helpful in this differentiation 8 ).
